Surname 4

Name

Tutor 

Course

Date 

A Review of Was Darwin Wrong? by David Quammen

The article by David Quammen who sets in the field to gather information on people's perception on Darwin's theory of evolution. The article starts by explaining why the theory of evolution should be considered just as other approaches of evolution. David introduces his report by giving an account of different approaches and why they qualify to be at par with Darwin's theory of evolution. Some of the theories he considers include Albert Einstein's theory of relativity, theory of the earth as it revolved around the sun and vice versa by Copernicus in the 16th century. Other theories include the atomic theory and dynamics of atoms. 

The theory of evolution is viewed differently by religious leaders right from Christianity to ultraorthodox Jews. These fundamentalists think that this theory contradicts the Biblical perspective that human beings are a creation of God. Also, the leaders hold that humans were created in the likeness they are today. 

Harun Yahya is an Islamic creationist, the author of Evolution Deceit who argues that the six days of creation which are pointed out in the Holy Quran are truthful accounts. He refutes the theory of evolution by saying that it is deception from the powerful leaders in developed countries. Another creationist. The late Srila Prabhupada of the Hare Krishna Movement refutes the theory of evolution by explaining that it is God who created 8,400,000 species currently in the world. Besides, he described the theory as nonsensical because species do not change after death. Not only is this theory refuted by fundamentalists and creationists but also other ordinary people. It was proved by a survey which was conducted in the U.S. February 2001 by Gallup. This survey showed that 45% of Americans believed in the theory of creation and argued that evolution played no role in human existence. A meager percentage of people believe in the presence of human beings without the influence of a superior being. 

The reasons why a large population has refuted this theory is due to the influence of Scriptural literalism, political activists, and proselytizers. Also, lack of enough knowledge about this theory has lead people to dismiss it even without consideration.  However, those who support the hypothesis have an understanding of the overwhelming evidence I'm supportive of the theory. 

The main ideas which drive this theory are the historical phenomenon and natural selection. These ideas explain the events which took place and how they happened. The reason why Darwin proceeded with publication of his book is since there were other theorists like Jean-Baptiste Lamarck who believed that living things had a common ancestor. This concept involves competition and survival of the most competent living things. With changing the ecosystem, new features are adapted for survival. Those which are weak end up being eliminated. 

The process of evolution starts with one species which transforms with time and also a new environment for new species. The evidence which Darwin presented is divided into four categories including biogeography, paleontology, embryology, and morphology. Biogeography focuses on studying the distribution of living things; paleontology focuses on studying extinct species, embryology focuses on revealing stages of evolution and morphology focuses on anatomical design and shape. In each of these categories, Darwin presents overwhelming evidence which supports his evolution theory.

The process of evolution is a slow process which takes a very long period. It is the reason why this process is invincible and rarely noticed, not until most probably centuries. It also makes a place in different phases which include speciation and mutations. Besides, this process needs patience whereby researchers are required to take careful measures to come up with the relevant evidence.

Darwin presents different similarities existing between different species. The skeletal structure of different species, for example, shows similarities. Similarities are common in human beings, raccoons, bears, apes, porpoises, and cats. It is to show that the species have a common origin despite the changes which have occurred. 

Apart from Darwin's categories of evidence, there are other sources of evidence which show that evolution is real today. The science branches include population genetics, biochemistry, molecular biology, and genomics. Another example which shows that evolution theory is a theory is the case of Staphylococcus aureus which causes malaria. Penicillin was able to fight this bacterium. However, with time, Staphylococcus aureus became resistant to penicillin, a proof that it evolved and adapted to the environment established by the effects of penicillin. Also, HIV is a virus which shows that evolution is not just a theory. This virus grows resistance with time to survive in new environments. 

It is of great essence to understand that the evolution theory has enormous evidence supporting it. However, due to ignorance and influence, this theory has been excluded in many schools and thus lack of knowledge. As far as Darwins theory is concerned many countries have included in school curricular making it popular and the only evolution theory that many scholars acknowledge. 
In this article, David presents some interesting issues. To start with, the evidence suggesting that whales descended from artiodactyls which have even-toed feet is essential. Although hardly believable to think of this, there has been evidence from DNA hybridization among other tests pointing out this form of evolution. Also, other evidence showing that development takes place is the similarities between human beings and other animals from the cat family as well as marsupials.
Despite this theory viewed as unrealistic, there has been overwhelming evidence sought to help change the perception of the majority of the American population. Considering the evidence provided by Darwin and that which has been found by modern scientists, I would conclude that the theory of evolution should not be seen as just a theory but as a theory which can be proven. It is, therefore, essential for governments and even science institutions to ensure that more research is done in this area to perceives it with the degree it deserves. It will include making it included in curriculums and also creating awareness in science forums and exhibitions.
